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THE EVERGLADES COALITION
Colensl Gl'ﬂ“l;r
5. Artoy Corps of Engineers
P.0O. Box 4570
Jacksonwille, Floridas 322920019
Joevunry 3, 202
Dienp L‘-ulur_mi May:

Tha imdersigned members of (he Bverplades Coalition wrlle to exprest vir profound concarn end
simmg abféction i the Tnitial Drafl Programmatic Regulatiorn seleussed by the Army Corps on Desember
25, 2001, Bared upon our initial review, the fullial Dral} Programmaile Regpidations are so inztmquinta
ax {n threaten the fure of the Comprefinmesive Everglades Restoration Plar (CERR),

Conpgress' inlent for the programmatic regutations was elear: "to emme that e goaly ind
purporea of the [CERP] are achieved® As (he Semie Commities stated, the “predominani Fedeal
imizrent . ia the restoraiion of the South Flocids sconyrtem.” Congress was well sware of the significan:
fisfore righ Ut CHRP hens(Tts would be eanily sidetracked t primosily serve the needs of insreening
nomhess of conmmpliva water usere, sathey Cun achilly restocing the imperiled Everglades. The
programmatic repulations weres 10 be an insursnice policy fiw fie Bverglades fn the Water Resouroes
Development Aot of 2000 (WRDA 2000) - what the Senste Commmittee desoribed a8 a "carefilly baleneed
mad provisen that providen the mechanisem to e tint project benefits for the nemrel nywtem are
sttgined,”

We praviously have mude & good faith «ffort ta point out the requiiremenis of WRDA 2000
eoneerning these regulations, Unfortunately, regardless of this fmput, thr dreg? rogufictions defer ey
every dasuraice, cither simple or complex, to-a sevies of separate, non-binding dnrwments, agreements
and “profocolr * whick Rove wet fo be dragfted, the confontz of which cre suldect to broad burecueratic
dixcretion. and mort af which the Corps would exvmpt from public review, frcuding purssiant o the
Natianal Environmeninl Policy dor (NEFA), The donft regulations ever fril fo require that the mee
fmportant of these dosurnents snd profocals, such ad for ke restoretion poals, be adopted within o
specillo time poried, Indesd, the most apesific anmrancen in the dmit regulntions concem water supgply
arid fland protection, providing new rights to both, Moreover, the drlt vinlstes WIDA 2000 by
dovngrading the legal cangurrende anthosity of the Departmenl of Interios, federal sieward of (he

{5 a mere right 1o "conmulttion” (which, secosding to the Corpa’ propaial, chn Be satified by
u singic phone call). In sum, the gront omount of diseretion grinted the Corps anid the State, and (he Iick
of mearngii] restora tion standends, perpeimtes fhe dommuenee of politica] infience over scienge, which
har hintoricalky sliowed the dertuction of the Everglodes, '
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Tinviropenental commmmity support for CERP depenids on streng sed binding rufes that cnmurs
Bverglades restoration omusisbent with the spirit axd latter of WEDA 2000, The initia! draft eategoripally
{niis to most this eriteren, A subsequent sceepiable dradl weill reguire & Fimdamental ohangn in
philesophy. We sre oommitted to nesteting you in this affort, and we will provide your staff with detailed
pomments on (ke dmft regulations in the coming wesks.
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